Battleship Wisconsin (BB-9)
Minor Mysteries

©2022 Ted H. Schaar

Solving minor mysteries is fun. When I came upon the story below while
researching my short book Janesville Riverside, 1 set out to find the wheel,
also called a "helm," thinking it would be on display at the Hedberg Library.

| STEERING WHEEL
OF BATTLESHIP
IS §IFT T0'CITY

Tre brasa steerin whecel of tha
0ld batticship, "Wiseensin,” has
been given to JaAnceville 08 4 sQu-
venlr £ the goeart Ag5%ing vesscel,
This was anpouncsd Mondoy by
Qszar N, Nelsgn, monager of the
local Chember of Commerce, {

The waceel was procuced for thia |
eiLy th=zugh the cflarze of Sgnaler
Jreing Lenrool. It wlil be placed
glzhacer In the lbrary or (& ccours
nouse park, Jt is Zour fezt high
and Is on exkidis In the Chambar
windows.

Jancsviiia war the enly ¢ily In
thy szate’to puxk 7or a part of thea
dlsmantled shlp &#3 & remem-
brance,

——
’

Janesville Daily Gazette
December 11, 1922 page 1
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The always cheerfully helpful people at the library's Information Desk knew
nothing about it; Parks Director Cullen Slapak, City of Janesville, never heard
of it, either.

Subsequent interactions with the Rock County Historical Society and Wisconsin
Historical Society did not lead me to the wheel. A Facebook inquiry at
Janesville VFW Club produced nothing.

On the "You Know You Grew Up In Janesville Wisconsin" Facebook page, Rene
B. suggested that the "battleship Wisconsin Museum in Norfolk, Virginia"
might have it.

Soon I was talking with Keith J. Nitka, Battleship Operations Manager of
Nauticus Museum, where the major attraction is the second USS Wisconsin
(BB-64), commissioned in 1944, decommissioned in 1996, and transferred to
a dock in Norfolk, Virginia in 2000, where it was operated by the Hampton
Roads Naval Museum. Ownership was transferred to the City of Norfolk in
2010. Keith is a city employee.
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He knew nothing about the location of the first USS Wisconsin's wheel but
referred me to John Foust of Janesville, who has a ship's shield that might be
from the ship, though John isn't sure. He purchased it, he said, from "UW
SWAP, the surplus arm of the state of Wisconsin."!

In a description of how he came to have it posted on reddit.com, John wrote:
"A military buff, a major in the Guard, suggested that this was

the bow ornament of the USS Wisconsin BB-9. Indeed, based
on the pictures I can find, it looks like it could be."

Courtesy of John Faust
The image below shows the bow of the USS Wisconsin (BB-9) with a shield.

Courtesy of navsource.org

John didn't know where the steering wheel was but unexpectedly said the
ship's bell wound up in Wauwatosa—one, maybe two or three 1898 USS

1

https://www.reddit.com/r/wisconsin/comments/rbz3vb/i_think_the_state_of wi_sold_me_t
he_uss_wisconsin/
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Wisconsin parts in America's Dairyland. Longtime Journal-Sentinel columnist
Jim Stingl wrote an article about the bell in 2010:

"The first USS Wisconsin is known for circling the globe with the
Great White Fleet of 16 battleships to prove America's naval
power during the first decade of the 20th century. After seeing
only limited action in World War I, the 373-foot ship was sold
for scrap in 1922.

"Here's where Tosa comes into the picture. Native son Frede-
rick Underwood, a railroad tycoon out east, acquired the bell
and gave it as a gift to the Wauwatosa Fire Department

in 1924.

"For years, the bell served a practical use in Wauwatosa. It was
mounted atop the original fire station and rung to alert fire-
fighters of emergencies, according to research by the Wauwa-
tosa Historical Society. The fire station relocated in 1942, and
the bell was put in storage.

"I found a Milwaukee Sentinel article from May 1960 when the
bell was brought back out and dedicated at the Wauwatosa
civic center. For decades, it's been hidden along the north side
of the city hall and library complex.The problem is that every-
one enters those buildings from the south side, and the bell
gets no attention."?

Fittingly, the bell is now outside the Wauwatosa fire station at 1601 Underwood
Avenue. I stopped by and recorded the following images.

2 Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel May 1, 2010 (https://archive.wauwatosanow.com/
news/92600114.html)



John also suggested I contact the Wisconsin Veterans Museum 30 West Mifflin
Street, Madison. I called and spoke with Reference & Outreach Archivist Russ
Horton and then e-mailed a scan of the 1922 Gazette article about the 1899
USS Wisconsin's steering wheel to him. A few days later, Russ replied: "It
does appear that we have this item in our collection and on exhibit currently."

I visited the museum and recorded the images below using available lighting—
no flash or other lamps—with my spectacular iPhone 11.

The ship was only in service a score or so years but the handles show a lot
of wear.
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I asked Russ how the wheel found its way to the Wisconsin Veterans Museum;
he looked into it and said in 1991 it was donated by the American Legion,
Department of Wisconsin, located at 2930 American Legion Drive, in Portage.
I called, was connected to Program Coordinator Sheri Hicks, and e-mailed the
article from the Gazette to her.

She did some checking including talking with longtime members and no one
had any knowledge of the wheel, how it wound up at the legion, or why it was
later shipped to the Wisconsin Veterans Museum.

Meanwhile, I came upon yet another artifact from the original ship that has a
place of honor right outside the governor's office at the state capitol. Some
of its history is covered in a story that was in The San Francisco Call, a long-
gone newspaper. A blowup of the text is on the following page.

BADGER IN BRONZE FOR .
BATTLESHIP WISCONSIN

Citizns of Name State Forward Ornament
for War Vessel's Turret.
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| BEONZY BADGER, GIFT OF THY PROPLE OF WISCONSIN TO THE | |
DATTLESHIP OF THAT SAME. NOW BRING COMPLETED AT THE
UNION ITHON WOnKs.

s

i
—_4‘,!
Special Dispatch to The Call i

ILWAUREE. Jan. 8~The fine | glven by the people of Wisconstn. The

W bronse badper which will docve | Ladger, which Is symballc of Wiseonsin,
rate the forwnrd turret of the s mounted oo 8 Lroad shield benring the

j V IN mew Batileshitp Wisconstn has | motte of the Stute, “Ferwant There. |
Jut beon shipped te Ban Fran. | Loo are the plow and the fouled anchor |

eloon Lo mouniIng ot the dg ship now e~ Whick 2 £ o0 the Arms of the ovm- |

iving e Snisking tooches at the Union ,m'"','.: u‘,‘ 'Ku"‘l.h':a‘,':':‘ ’::fb::‘,'.'"" |
from VWorks  Boon will [obliow the «iih: | set on the slope «f the Tormard torres |
malitem which Wil present o (he sRip the | Trom which e worked the bie thirteen: |

broves cymament and v sliver servioe loch puna |

The San Francisco Call
January 10, 1901 page 3



Special Dispatch to The Call

ILWAUREE, Jan, §~The finn
bronse badzer which will decos
rute the trewnrd turret of the
new battleship Wisconstn has
' Just beon shipped to Ban Fran.
,dm(wmtm“tuwmpmn-
coiving e Sninking tooches at the Unlon
Clren WWorks  Foon will follow. the ovn-
mlttes which will present 1o the ohip the
l brovre urnament and (e sfiver servioe

given by the people of Wisconstn The

tndger, which I8 symbolle of W
umtodwobmdmmm the

motta of the Rtute, “F
m ot'uom-
% ‘w&o’:;'m-{.v
£ the %m. :
taon wbla: ore wm the b&t‘um
loeh g, :

The San Francisco Call
January 10, 1901 page 3

Paragraphs in the above rearranged from
the original to permit easier enlargement

Oddly, the story references "arms of the commonwealth" but Wisconsin is
a state.

"Fouled anchor" was new to me though once I looked at a graphic I realized
I'd seen the symbol many times but didn't attach any special meaning.
Checked and discovered it generally refers to challenges sailors face. This is
from militarymedalalert.com: "The fouled anchor is the emblem of the rate of
Chief Petty Officer of the United States Navy. In terms of the Chief, the fouled
anchor symbolizes the trials and tribulations that every Chief Petty Officer
must endure on a daily basis."3

I asked Keith of Nauticus about the badger, and he supplied a link to a story*
he wrote that referenced an article by Lieutenant Rob Raine, public affairs
officer on the second USS Wisconsin (BB-64), which was launched in 1943.

3 https://militarymetalart.com/artwork/ols/products/chief-petty-officer-chiefs-fouled-anchor
4 https://nauticus.org/bucky-badger-not-the-uw-mascot/
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Titled, "Bucky Badger, the Legend Continues," it appeared in the August, 1990
Wisconsin Family Ties, a newsletter associated with the ship:

"Wisconsin's figurehead was a Badger, the state animal...
His name (yes, he’s a he) was ‘Bucky’. Unlike the usual
20-pound furry rodent, ‘Battleship Bucky’ weighed in at a
hefty 1,200 pounds. His hide is cast from the bronze can-
nons captured from the Spanish Fleet at Havana, Cuba in
1898. He rode atop a shield bearing the word ‘Forward,’
the Wisconsin’s state motto. The state and the ship chose
‘Bucky’ because the badger is tenacious in defending his
territory. Close in on him and he will growl and snarl; take
a second step and he will hiss; take the third step at your
own peril. Badgers are tough and vicious; nothing stops
them when they are pushed too far."

Keith related that in 1988 Wisconsin Governor Tommy Thompson arranged for
the bronze badger's return to America's Dairyland. It was here on a four-year
loan from the U.S. Navy, its owner, and eventually moved to a perch outside
the governor's office, where I recorded the following images.




THE PEOPLE OF V ! ED THIS STATUE TO THE USS WISCONSIN
(BATTLESHIP NO IRS > NAVAL VESS {ED IN HONOR
OF THE STATE OF DESICN Y Al UL KUPPER OF

MILWA 3 NG E YACED FROM

SPANISH CUBA DU {E {ERICAN

One other object and a set of objects associated with the first USS Wisconsin
still exist and there might be third.

The first is an elaborate silver service commissioned by the "unanimous
action" of the Wisconsin State Legislature,” wrote Anne Woodhouse in a
chapter she provided for Richard H. Zeitlin's book The U.S.S. Wisconsin,
published by the State Historical Society.

C. Preusser Jewelry Company, Milwaukee, won the contract and "served as a
liaison" to Gorham Company of Providence, Rhode Island, which "made more
silver for naval vessels than any other company."®

"Thirty-five pieces" were crafted including "a pair of candelabra, each holding
seven candles...two punch bowls and ladles...and an elaborate centerpiece
with four dishes for fruit or flowers attached to the corners."’

> Anne Woodhouse 1988 "The U.S.S. Wisconsin Silver Service" page 49 of U.S.S. Wisconsin
Richard H. Zeitlin State Historical Society of Wisconsin Madison.

6 Ibid page 50.

7 1bid.
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Anne reported that the service "was used for formal receptions until BB-9 was
decommissioned in 1920."8 Upon removal from the ship, it bounced around
and currently is on display at the Nauticus Museum in Norfolk.

Ima_l-ge KeithMJ‘. Nitka Nauticus Museum

8 Ibid.
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Image Kith J. Nitka Nauticus Museum

The second is a painting of the USS Wisconsin (BB-9) that was given to
Elizabeth Stephenson (1876—1933), daughter of forest products magnate
Isaac (1829-1918), who was also a U.S. Senator from 1907 to 1915.°

° https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaac_Stephenson



Image Amy Commers Stephenson Library

Elizabeth traveled to San Francisco to christen the ship which was built by the
Union Iron Works at a cost of $2,674,950 ($95,656,212 in 2022 dollars!9).
The builder's president, Irving M. Scott, presented the painting (above) as a
wedding gift upon her marriage to J. Earl Morgan (1866—1945) of Oshkosh.!!

10 https://www.officialdata.org/
11 A Short History of the Battleship Wisconsin 1933 J. Earl Morgan page 2. (Courtesy of
Marinette Public Library)



WILL CHRISTEN THE BATTLESHIP WISCONSIN
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MISS KLIZARKETIE sTHFHENSOY

The Wiwonsin battleship commission |
has chonem Miss Eifotwth Steplenson,
damghter of former Cungtorsman  Isaae
Niephensots of Murlsette, 1o christen
the spdendid tightioe ship that will beas
the name of the Bodger state,  Mise
Stephenton s next te the youngest of
elx dangliters of the Mariuette hnlerioas
and politicinn who Is w0 well aml favoes
ably koown throughont the stute, Nhe
was horn In Marinette twenty-one Years
age.  After attending the schools of her
vatlee ety she was a stodent at Mik
wanker-Downer rollege for twe rears, go-
Ing thenee to La Salle Female college
wear Roston, from which she was gradie
ated] with bigh ronk in her class,

Miss Stephenson is @ feet tall, n bro-
nette, of bright amd aminble connteannce,
and altegether o yvang woman of strik-
Ing sppenrance. I Ix 0 wocinl favorite

at home, In Milaanker, ol o borever oo
I kpown,  Ther sededtion will gve
tenlar satisfar Con to the opde of Marde
pette and of Northery Wiscanin in geas
e,

At the prvsens tiioe Miss Siephonson |8
travellng in BEotvpe with her vonsin, M
arrict sh['n"-uu W Mepominee, ba
she will start for bome o tow davs o
within & fortuleht Wil jrrive in Wiscoms
sim.  She wan apprbad of the high honee
conforred upeon bor by o culdecram sent
to Papls by bor weahor, I Marisette,

o Having sedietedd the youmg lady to
christen the shigy the hattbeship cominittes
will mow turm s attoution te the raisl
of 8 fumd 1o wurchase w testinonlel
poewent 1o the Wicotmin v bebalf of 1
sale, The cvmmitten tvaguests  that
contridutions o this fund b seut to o
Iiest Natioual Janh of Milw ek

— —

Iowa County Democrat
October 6, 1898 page 2

14



Much Talked of Coming Wedding.
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tie J. Darl Meopn, Oubkn)

Oshkosh Daily Northwestern
January 5, 1901 page 7

sy
Miee Tox-tesl Stavateo . Variactie
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Christening took place after some discussion about what beverage should be
used. Some thought beer, well-known and long-produced in America's Dairy-
land, would be an appropriate sendoff for the state's namesake Navy vessel.

BEER FOR HER PROW

TRULY AMERICAN
POSED Vou T
OF THK

PDIRINK 'RO.
CHIISTENING
WISCOSNSIN

MILWAUKEE TO PAY TRIBUTE

The ('ream Uity of Beer Makes n
Tendery Which Prountises to Heles
'nat the

Ente to the Dim
Drinks

Lne of
Ferenoh {hristening
Battleahips——Souvenir Bottle Deo

sigmed,

The St. Paul Globe
October 8, 1898 page 6



The Wisconsin Battleshin Commission,

Genldisrn:  We beg leave to rospeotfully
wabmit the suggestion that as an app-opriate
Annovation ay the christeniug of the hatile-
ship Wisconsin, the corctzony ba murked
by the mnse of somethlog much nore Lypsesl
than the prosaie bottle of champasne.

5 sin I tot A champagoe-roducing
slate: the use of lugorted chumpagoe would
unurﬁy seom Amerivan coough' for seeh an
NecRsion,

Pivxregard of muasty precodents and Old
Wald rustoma Is characteristis of this pros
ireesive natlon. Therwfone, we suggrst that
the battieahip which Is to bear the historic
name Wiscovaln be christened with o bot-
te of Schittz Miwaukce boer, Thla produet
hax o nnme il oxer the world (07 purity and
‘excellonce. 1L is an bonest American produet.
Oaly a fow wWeoks ako nearly heif o millin
bottlea of this “‘beer that made Mifwhukon
famous'” were shipped ta the men behind the
guns at Manlla—he Jorgest uofd most néte-
‘véonhr_ shipinent of beer that vyver leflt Amer-

a.

If your honoradle body recelves (hils aug-
-fmt,lon with favor, the Joseph Schilty Bréw-
ig Cowpany will bn pleased to present &
handsomo souvenir bottlo of the hest beor
hrewod. A aolid =llver stoppor, 5030 and wil.
ver Alligres et holder, auliadbly Inccridbed,
satin ribhon how and stroomers, de, wi'l Le
desigoed and submitted 16 you for ;gprord.
nod every effort male 10 Bave the ift xulla-
D= for the suspiclons event

Trusting t recalve 4 tavoradle reply, nfter
due conalderation, we remaln yoUrs osl fo-

apecifully,
. ~Jorepk Sallits  Brewing Co,
Milwavkeoo, Wht, Oot 24, 1R,

The St. Paul Globe
October 8, 1898 page 6
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But tradition won out:

The rontroversy over the kind of wine
to be oesd in the christening was s&l-
hea this morning by the use of two
‘ex of champagne. one of anch
+. provided by the Wisconsin chris-
ing commities, and another of Cali-
raa chumyagne, provided by the
Tulon iron works,

The Salt Lake Harald
November 27, 1898 page 1

When christener Elizabeth died in 1933, her will bequeathed the USS

Wisconsin (BB-9) painting to Marinette's Stephenson Library, also a gift from
her father that opened in 1903.12

Stephenson Public Library,
Marinette, Wis, =+

Early postcard image

Amy Commers, Interim Director/Adult Services Librarian Marinette County
Consolidated Library Service, Stephenson Library, kindly provided an image of
the painting which still hangs in the library.

12 "Marinette County Historian," Fall, 2003, Marinette Historical Society page 3.



Image Amy Commers Stephenson Library

It is signed in the lower left corner (above). Amy researched the name and
discovered it is the signature of Nels Hagerup (1864—1922) a Norwegian-born
painter who emigrated to Portland, later moved to San Francisco, and "did
over 6,000 paintings" during the course of his career according to Wikipedia.!3

She also sent a pdf of A Short History of the Battleship Wisconsin authored by
Elizabeth's husband, J. Earl Morgan, then president of the Morgan Company,
which had been started by his father in 1855. It was written upon her death
in 1933 and self-published.

MORGAN COMPANY OSHKOSH, WISCONSIN
Manufacturers of Quality Woodwork since 1855
DOORS WINDOWS BLINDS MANTELS

KITCHEN CABINETS ENTRANCE DOOR TRIM STAIRWORK CORNER CABINETS

Courtesy of Boston Public Library
Arts Department

The Tichnor Brothers Collection
Wisconsin Postcards Circa 1930s or ‘40s

13 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nels_Hagerup
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These wood products companies' connections to the first USS Wisconsin are
particularly interesting to me because I was born about 75 miles southwest of
Marinette and 65 miles northwest of Oshkosh in Tigerton,* also home to a
large lumber mill, owned by the Swanke family. My dad hauled logs out of the
woods for the company. Probably the Swankes knew the Stephensons and
Morgans.

The fate of the USS Wisconsin (BB-9) was sealed by an agreement among
world powers, as described by Richard Zeitlin in his book The USS Wisconsin:
"The Washington Treaty (1922) and subsequent naval agreements restricted
battleship numbers as well as their weight and armament. England, France,
Italy, and the United States agreed to limit battleship construction. Older
battleships, like the Wisconsin, were scrapped."!>

A footnote to the above states: "The Hitner Salvage Corporation of
Philadelphia purchased the Wisconsin from the Navy for $41,812 [$738,707
in 2022 dollars!®]. The ship was dismantled and broken up for scrap on April
24, 1922." It was afloat for just 24 years.

Eight months later in December, 1922, the article about the Wisconsin's wheel
that started my century-after inquiry was published in The Janesville Gazette.

The fourth and final artifact I'm aware of that might have survived the ship's
demolition—if it existed—is a bronze bust of Elizabeth Stephenson. Sculptor
Paul J. Kupper, who fashioned the ship's badger, was commissioned by
Elizabeth's father Isaac to do a bronze likeness of his daughter. See the
Gazette article on the next page.

Those wanting to learn more about the ship should read Richard's book, The
USS Wisconsin; visit the wikipedia entry!’; or request a pdf of A Short History
of the Battleship Wisconsin from the Stephenson Library in Marinette.

Navsource.org and other Navy-interest groups that may be found through
Google searches also have information.

Two mysteries (and maybe more) remain. How did the ship's wheel make
its way from the Chamber of Commerce window in Janesville to the
American Legion office in Milwaukee and later in Portage? And, if it was
completed, where is the bronze bust of Elizabeth (Stephenson) Morgan?

14 https://www.freemaptools.com/how-far-is-it-between.htm

15 Richard H. Zeitlin The U.S.S. Wisconsin 1988 State Historical Society of Wisconsin
Madison page 23.

16 https://www.usinflationcalculator.com/

17 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Wisconsin_%?28BB-9%29
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Solving minor mysteries is fun. If you have information that will answer
these questions, please contact me: ted@tswrites.com.

\BRONZE BUST FOR
WARSHIP WISCONEIN
Poﬂfait of Miss Stepl.unuo, Who

Christened Battleship, Will Grace
Forward Cabin of Veasel,

Milwaukee, April 12—A llfe-size
bust in bronze of DMiss. -Elisabeth
Stephenson ,of Marinette, who chris-
tene the battleshlp Wisconsin, will
grace the forward deck of that ship,
as the gift of her father, Isaac Steph-
. Cpson, - : :

Mr, Stephenson's idea way to pre-
sent to the battleshlp some tribute in
refnrn or the honor done Lis daughter
when ahe was chosen to christen it
The idea of & bronze bust of hig dan-
ghter was accepted 23 soon ae sug-

gcsted and Sculptor Paul J, Kupper
{bas benc chosen to do the work, It
will, however, be a Dbuat of Mrs, J,
Earl Morgan of Oshkosh, when it is
finally completod. '

After Miss Stephengon’s marriage
‘lon April 24 she has planned to he abh-
sent for some time on her honeymaoon,
‘| and about-Jume 1 will be in Milwaukee
some time to sit' for Mr., Kupper.
like the Dadger which Mr, Kupper
| molded and which Is now on the Wia-
consin,  the bust will be alloyed
bronze,

The Daily Gazette
Janesville, Wisconsin
April 13, 1901 page 1
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