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Updates and Debuts

Iberian Homage
IWC releases a special collection of new madels in its
famed Portuguese series.

Breitling Book Review

Not Quite Square
La Montre Hermeés introduces Carré H, an understated
new watch that relaxes its corners

Parsifal Turns Twenty

Raymond Weil celebrates a year of new direction in the
United States and adds new automatic models to its
wide-ranging collections.

Special Section: Historic Quartz

Crystal Clear
As Bulova's tuning fork movement turned a tick into a hum,
the Accutron Spaceview allowed a view of that technology

Tuning Up
Moy in retailer showcases, the reissued Bulova Accutron
Spaceview 214 brings back the tuning fork movement.

Quartz Pioneers

Swiss quartz innovation is often overshadowed by the
country's rich history of mechanical watch development.
But researchers in Meuchdtel developed the very first quartz
wristwatch and helped pave the path to the quartz era

Seiko's Christmas Present

The 50th anniversary of the Seiko Astron recalls

the centuries of work that led to that Christmas Day
revolution of 1969,

Quartz Evolution

As we enter the fifth decade of the quartz watch's
existence, we take a look back at how its introduction
ensured that the world’s standard of accuracy would
never be the same again.
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; As-é_'diova’é. tuning fork movement turned a tick into a hum,
~ the Accutron Spaceview allowed a view of that technology.

istorians generally credit
the development of the
first watch to 16th century
German locksmith Peter Henlein,
although many details about its in-
vention have been lost in the mists
of time. The portable device Hen-
lein created ticked as it tracked the
hours—and it only had one hand.
All warches made a similar sound
until October 25, 1960.
On thar day, Bulova introduced
a watch thar hummed. It was named
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Accutron, a melding of “accurate”
and “electronic,” words that described
the watch’s precision and operation.

The essence of an Accutron is
a tuning fork that oscillates at 360
hertz. Powered by a battery about
the size of an aspirin, it provides a
space-age way of counting seconds,
minutes and hours, and produces
the watch’s distinctive hum, a tone
slightly above F-sharp.

“Some musicians tune their in-
struments using their Accutrons,”

says Bob Piker of Normal, Illinois,
who repairs Accutrons and sells some
that he buys and refurbishes.

Max Hetzel
Swiss immigrant Max Hetzel, who
joined Bulova in the early 1950s, in-
vented Accutron’s innovative move-
ment. Hetzel was born in 1921, be-
gan making radios at age twelve, was
plotting planetary orbits at sixteen
(using a telescope he built himself)
and later received a masters degree
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in electronics from Zurich's Federal
Polytechnical University.

Two years after joining the
firm, he was challenged by compa-
ny chairman Arde Bulova—son of
founder Joseph—to design a time-
keeper that could compete with
the electric watches then emerging
from rival firms. Hetzel judged the
competition’s offerings to be battery-
powered versions of conventional
designs and said he would create an
entirely new concept.
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The tuning fork watch he devel-
oped was introduced to potential cus-
tomers in Bulova print ads with head-
lines such as, “Why you should wear
Accutron instead of a watch” that
appeared in leading magazines of the
day, including National Geographic
and The Saturday Evening Post.

Bulova’s confidence in Hetzel’s
approach was so strong the ad por-
trays the name as not just synony-
mous with the word “watch” but
able to supplant it: “It’s not a watch,

it's an Accutron. " It was to be worn
instead of a watch and it was guar-
anteed "not to gain or lose more
than one minute a month in actual
daily use” for a period of one year
after purchase.

Unintended consequence
Although a marvel, the Accutron
wasn’t a hit until an unintended con-
sequence gave it an unusual appeat-
ance—one that appeals to people who
like form-follows-function design.
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This stainless steel chapter ring Spam made for 'khe
Swiss market, s shgh'dy different from American versions in
that it has a tuning fork logo at noon and hash marks at ma
3, 6 and 9 positions. Bulova Accutron is also printed in two
lines on the crystal in a place where American versions gen-
erally show the tuning fork logo over the word Accutron.

“Early Accutrons looked like
typical watches and sported gold
dials. Bulova wanted jewelers to be
able o show their customers how
different the Accutron was inside,
so the company made display mod-
els with the dials removed, allowing
people to view the warch’s internal
parts, including the tuning fork and
electronics,” says Piker.

On his Web site www.accu-
ron 14.com, Accutron repairer-re-
storer Martin Marcus of Marblehead,
Massachusetts, recounts what hap-
pened when jewelers pur the display
models in their windows:

“Perhaps because of its unique-
ness, potential customers who
thought that the watch in the jew-
eler’s window was a standard model
started asking to buy one. Dealers
who didn't want to lose a sale were
happy to sell the ‘display model’ and
the strangely attractive watch started
selling like hotcakes.”
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Bulova was surprised and de-
lighted by the interest in these dial-
less Accutrons and quickly moved
to capitalize on ir. First, ir offered a
conversion kit that allowed jewelers
to transform standard Accutrons into
dial-less models. The kit included a
replacement crystal with hour and
minute marks so the modified watch's
hands had something to point to.

NASA connection

Bulova also began working on a pro-
duction version that it eventually
cs +'IL.] Spaceview, a name that took
t Accutron's association
NASA, '-L}uuh utilized early tun-
hnology. Herzel's move-
wer, helped send America's

Explorer, into orbit.
decade later, an Accu-
placed on the Moon’s
v when the Apollo
d the first humans

1ace.

Some musicians tune
theirinstruments using
their Accutrons

L) BuLOovA
ACCUTRON

Spaceviews began rolling out
the Bulova plant in 1961. Early mod
els were similar to conversion-ki
Accutrons and featured crystals witk
hour and minute dots and dashes.

Chapter rings
In 1962, a chapter ring installed
around the exposed elecrronic
and mechanical parts replaced
Spaceview's decorated crystal. Is
horology, chaprer refers to the marks
or numerals designating divisions
time on a clock or watch.

—
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For the next fifteen years, many
Spaceview styles were made in gold
and stainless steel and millions were
sold before production was halted in
1977, primarily due to the emergence
of quartz technology, which was as
precise as Accutron’s tuning fork
mechanism but priced much lower.
{1 grew up in the sixties and liked the
Spaceview the first time | saw one.
Being able to view the workings of
the watch was groovy and appealed
to my sense of aesthetics and interest
in science. The odd mixeure of copper
coils, resistors, tuning fork, and other
parts got my attention and held it.)

Chance encounters
In the late 1970s, 1 purchased a
used stainless steel Spaceview from
a pawnshop for $40. It kept perfect
time, and | wore it regularly for the
next dozen years. In the early nineties
I was on a video shoot when a crew-
member noticed ir. He said he had a
similar watch in gold that was a high
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school graduarion present. It wasn't
working, had sat in a drawer for years,
and he no longer wanted it. Was [ was
interested in buying it? Ultimately, 1
paid him $100 for the watch. After
repairs, it kept time precisely for well
over a decade.

Like its stainless steel predeces-
sor, my gold Spaceview occasion-
ally drew favorable comments from
peaple who noticed its unusual ap-
pearance. Unforrunately, it stopped
working around the time the econ-
omy slowed in the wake of the Irag
War. 1 put off having it repaired and
instead installed a new batrery in my
steel Spaceview. After lying dormant
for more than a decade, it didn’t hum
1IN FESPONSC.

In the fall of 2008, I looked
into having my Spaceviews repaired
and found Piker’s website www.my-
bob.ner. Piker traces his interest in
watches to an antique show where he
purchased a 1915 Elgin warch.

“I thought about how someone

was wearing it before World War 1,
he says. “It gor me hooked on the *soul’
of watches, so | became a collecror.”

In 1990 Piker bought a Spacev-
iew at a flea marker. “1 didn't know it
was called that at the time, but [ liked
the skeletal look and hum and wound
up paying $150 for it.” He set out to
learn what he could abour the watch
but didn't find much. “This was pre-
Internet,” he says. “But eventually
[ encountered a warchmaker who
sketched the history.”

Hobby into business
Piker looked for more Spaceviews,
|‘llT(.'i1;1'-l.'d Accutron parts, and ulri-
marely acquired original repair manu-
als. He decided 1o take a crack at fix-
ing examples in his collection.

“It was a challenge because the
manuals used words | wasn't familiar
with,” he says. Still, Piker kept at it
and grew skilled. After years of work-
ing on his own watches, he realized
that he could repair any Accutron
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technology

Why you should wear
ACCUTRON instead of a watch

ACCUTRGN I8 the only timepiece guarsntoed
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and decided to go into the Accutron
repair and restoration business
Accutrons are almost always re-
storable, he adds. The most common
problem is plain old dirt. “After years
of use or of sitting in a box or drawer,
fine particles work their way into the
mechanism and gum up the works.”
He has repaired hundreds of
Spaceviews along with dialed Ac-
cutrons, including another popular
sixties model called the Astronaut.
“Elvis Presley had one with a black
dial,” he notes. Interest in tuning-
fork watches is high enough to bring
berween five and eight to his shop
every week. Fans sell, purchase and
repair various models regularly, and
today the most valuable Spaceview
is worth about 32,000, he explains.
Demand for Spaceviews and
their increasing value has also at-
tracted the attention of crooks. Some
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unscrupulous watchmakers take the
dials off later-model Accutrons, in-
stall marked crystals, and sell them
as early Spaceviews. Piker urges care
when shopping.

40th anniversary
In 2001, to commemorate the 40th
anniversary of the Spacevicw, Bulova
produced a watch with exposed inter-
nal parts that it called the Spaceview
21. The quartz movement is attractive
but not as exotic or interesting as Het-
zel’s tuning fork mechanism, and the
21 doesn’t hum. The watch was dis-
continued after its initial run of 1,000
Bulova marketing manager An-
gelica Almeida says that interest in
the original Accutrons, especially

Spaceviews, remains strong.
“We get regular calls from cus-
tomers “'hl!‘ want to k_nﬂw “'herf:’.
they can buy a Spaceview or get one

serviced,” she explains. Almeida at-
tributes the warch's continuing popu-
larity to its “unique runing-fork tech-
nology” and “the ability to view the
mechanism through the crystal.”

I'm glad o have my Spaceviews
working again. Both warches have
an original Accutron band that is
appropriate to the year the watch
was made, 1966 for the stainless steel
Spaceview and 1970 for the gold. I
enjoy wearing mine and answering
the questions people who haven't
seen one before sometimes ask.
Moreover, after all these years, [ still
pause now and then to examine the
intricate connections and electronics
of the high-tech, tuning-fork mecha-
nism and occasionally put the watch
to my ear to hear that slightly above
F-sharp hum. | even use my Accu-
trons to tell time, although with a
Spaceview that seems secondary. @
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