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The article on pages 2, 4, and 7 was written by my cousin June K. 
Westfahl Erdmann, daughter of Dorothy and Ruben (last-born son of 

Herman and Maria), published in The Marion Advertiser (Marion, 
Wisconsin) on Thursday, November 10, 2011, and sent to me by my 
sister, Charmayne Fraedrich.   

 
I scanned it with an inexpensive  but amazing Canon MG5220 three-in-
one and retouched it slightly using Photoshop Elements.   

 
After each of the sections, I've included blowups of photographs, 
additional captions and images, and pictures of two vehicles like those 

mentioned that were once owned by our grandfather, Herman Julius 
Westfahl, a man I barely remember, though he is the source of my 
middle name. 

 
By the time I was old enough to form memories, he spent most of his 
day on the couch in his Tigerton, Wisconsin, home enduring the ravages 

of leukemia.  
 
I was five when he died.   

 
My only memory of him speaking was when we visited not long before 
his death, and my brother and I were playing loudly in the kitchen when 

he yelled at our mother (Marie Bertha Emily Westfahl Schaar):  "Mary, 
can't you keep those children quiet!"  Mary was her nickname.  
 

Grandfather Westfahl was 74 when he died; I've now outlived him.   
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Ruben and Dorothy Westfahl with team of work horses. Sister 
Charmayne Fraedrich, Brother Bob, and I believe the older boy pictured 

is Kenny Westfahl, son of Gladys and Sam (Herman and Maria's second-
born son), and the younger boy is Jim Sengstock (Ruby [youngest child 
of Herman and Maria] and Vilas' firstborn), but we're just guessing about 

Jim. If it is Jim, he looks five or so years old which would date the photo 
to the late 1940s or early 1950s. 
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Sister Charmayne, Brother Bob, and I believe the man on the left above 
is our father, Alfred (Al) August Schaar; Charmayne thinks the man on 
the right is Max Hille, a long-time friend of our dad.  (Hille's first name 

was pronounced "mucks," as said by Germans, not the English "max.")  
 
As the photos below from the 1930s show, Alfred August spent time as 

a truck driver for the Tigerton Lumber Company and was well acquainted 
with the woods. License plates are for 1934 and 1935. 
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Herman Julius Westfahl Vehicles 

 
June's story mentions two trucks and a car our grandfather owned: a 
1942 two-ton Chevrolet (pictured in the article), a 1928 or '29 Ford 

pickup, and a 1937 Plymouth Coupe.  Although I don't know what colors 
his Ford and Plymouth were, the images below show what similar 
vehicles looked like, inside and out, at least when new or restored.  Both 

are fairly jaunty—especially the one-bench-seat business coupe—and 
major technological leaps from the buggies, saddled horses, sleighs, and 
wagons my mother fondly recalled getting around on or in as Herman 

and Maria's first-born. 
 

1929 Ford Pickup (images courtesy of Classic Car Liquidators) 
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1937 Plymouth Business Coupe (images courtesy of  Mecum Auctions) 
http://mecum.com 
 

 
 

 
 

 

http://mecum.com/
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